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expressed in his message to the two chambers. 'The diminish-
ing of executive power is in accord with the wishes of neither
the Chamber nor the country/ But although he was accused of
interfering over-vigorously in the government of Briand who
succeeded him as Prime Minister, his example was followed by
only one of his successors—Millerand—with decisive results.
He compelled Briand to resign in 1922, openly opposed the
Cartel des Gauches, and supported the Bloc National in the general
elections of 1924. When Herriot, as leader of the triumphant
Cartel, refused to assume responsibility with Millerand in
office, he was forced out in the same way as the first four Presi-
dents of the Republic. Doumergue and Doumer who followed
exerted considerable influence on governmental composition
because of the frequency of ministerial crises and their own per-
sonal tact. But the positive leadership and executive strength
which French democracy so much needed could not consist-
ently come from the man in the j£lysee.
Proposals to strengthen the Presidency by direct popular
election on the American model, instead of by the two cham-
bers, met with no response. More frequent and persuasive argu-
ments that the President (or the government) should be given
the power to dissolve the Chamber and appeal to the country,
on the English model, were equally rebuffed. M. Andre Tar-
dieu pleaded for such a change—which would indeed have
been revolutionary in the Third Republic, since it would have
undercut the very basis of parliamentary sovereignty and con-
trol over the executive. Doumergue, in September 1934, put
the proposal for giving the Prime Minister the personal right to
dissolve the Chamber in the forefront of his schemes for
strengthening the executive power and preventing so many.
cabinet crises. Raymond Poincare* lamented the lapsing of the
Presidential right of dissolution. Leon Blum argued, in his La
Reforme gouvernementale and elsewhere, for the strengthening and
stabilizing of the executive power. So men of experience of all
parties were aware of the defects of the working system: yet no
definitive move was ever made to remedy them.1
1 Cf. A. Tardieu: UHewre de la Decision (1934), and the abbrevi-
ated version of it, La Rtforme de Flttat (1934), and Mttier Parlementaire

